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S
T. PETERSBURG, Fla. —  I must

confess, I started this photo story

with a preconception — Florida

is “Ta c k y.” Some areas, John’s Pass for

example, do nothing to dispell this

t h o u g h t .

Cocoa Beach, where I lived some

twenty years ago, had placed that pic-

t u re firmly in my mind.  It , after all, is

home to Ron Jon’s, which is constant-

ly expanding, and may cover all of

B re v a rd  County by now.

I thought my only problem would

be in editing the vast quantity of tacky

photos of subjects available in all

d i rections.  

Thank God for John’s Pass.  The

pink sea shell dancers, the sharks

coming out of building walls, gaudy

water bikes, they are all there .

I was happy with this mental pic-

t u re until I followed a re p o rt e r’s sug-

gestion and went to Sunken Gard e n s .

The place is actually very well done. 

The city of St. Petersburg bought

the whole thing from the Tu rner fami-

ly for $2.6 million in Febru a ry, 1999.

It reopened in January, and is in the

p rocess of rebuilding the Tu rner col-

lection. 

Thousands of butterflies  flutter

about, lush tropical plants tower

above, parrots screech; the place is

really well done. Kinda ruined my

whole tacky theme.

The park rangers do tours several

times each day, very inform a t i v e .

But, I’m not ready to give up yet.

I will make it my duty to searc h

Florida at every opportunity for tacki-

n e s s .

It is a dirty job, but someone has to

s e a rch out the lawn flamingos. 

■ ONE OF T H E
C O L O R F U L
PA R R O T S, a b o v e,
at Sunken Gard e n s.
is put through its
paces in one of
t h ree shows daily.

■ PA R K
RANGER D o n n a
H e i n r i c h ,l e f t ,
shows a variety of
reptiles during her
part of the show.

■ SHARKS EVEN
CRASH through walls 
over the boardwalk at

J o h n ’s Pa s s ,r i g h t .

■ A LITTLE GIRL,
b e l o w, reaches 

tentatively toward 
a ball python 

at Sunken Gard e n s.

■ A PIRATE’S 
PEELING NOSE g ra c e s

the entrance to the
J o h n ’s Pass board w a l k .

■ “ TAC K Y ” IS A L I V E
and well, r i g h t ,

at John’s Pa s s ,w h e re  a
giant crab perches 

above this re s t a u ra n t .
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